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DATE: June 20, 2019 

TO: SJVUAPCD Governing Board 

FROM: Samir Sheikh, Executive Director/APCO 

Project Coordinator: Jonathan Klassen 

 

RE: ITEM NUMBER 28:  AUTHORIZE THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/APCO TO APPROVE 
AND ENTER INTO PRESCRIBED BURNING AIR 
MONITORING EQUIPMENT CACHE STORAGE 
PROGRAM GRANT CONTRACT WITH CARB 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the attached Resolution to delegate authority to the Executive 
Director/APCO or designee to approve and enter into a grant contract 
with CARB for funding of up to $30,000 covering a two-year period, as 
well as contracts for future years, for assisting CARB in implementing 
the statewide prescribed burning air monitoring equipment cache 
storage program. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Air pollution generated from wildfires can routinely overwhelm emission 
reduction efforts in the San Joaquin Valley and result in periods of 
excessively high particulate matter and ozone concentrations.  Due to 
exceptionally dry drought conditions, the buildup of combustible 
materials through decades of forest mismanagement, and the mortality 
of millions of trees from the drought and bark beetle infestation, the 
state is experiencing record-setting large wildfires that are directly 
impacting the Valley’s air quality and health of Valley residents.   
 
At the November 2015 Governing Board meeting, your Board 
discussed the need to further use prescribed burning as a tool to 
remove excess fuels in the forested areas of the District to reduce the 
number and severity of wildfires in the future.  Your Board also 
discussed the need to develop potential changes to the District’s rules, 
policies, and procedures to facilitate a more effective use of prescribed 
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burning.  Based on this direction, and in collaboration with local Land Management 
Agencies, over the last several years the District has employed more flexible policies to 
facilitate the use of prescribed burning as a tool to reduce fuel more rapidly.  In addition, 
the District has been successful in advocating for legislation to preserve funding for land 
and forest management, which has led to positive changes.    
 
With the Sierra Nevada still experiencing the consequences of California’s tree mortality 
epidemic, this issue is still very relevant, as the region has experienced a number of the 
largest wildfires in state history in recent years.  In response, the State has been 
developing a number of efforts to increase the reduction of fuel across the region, with 
the tool of prescribed burning being a large focus in these efforts.  Through State 
actions, goals have been set for prescribed burning across the region, accompanied 
with air monitoring to collect data during these projects.  The purpose of this item is to 
gain approval from your Board to enter into a grant agreement with the California Air 
Resource Board (CARB) to store air monitoring equipment for use by the District and 
other agencies involved in this statewide effort. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Recent efforts from the State Legislature and the California Governor, specifically 
Senate Bills (SB) 1260 and 901, have aimed to streamline the prescribed burning 
planning process and provide additional funding to conduct fuel reduction projects.  
These efforts have also called for additional information to be collected on prescribed 
burning projects in general, including air monitoring data.  Through this process, funding 
has been provided to CARB to establish a statewide air monitoring equipment cache 
storage program, to provide for a more rapid deployment of equipment when prescribed 
burning projects are being planned and implemented. 
 
As the San Joaquin Valley is central to the state, establishing an equipment cache 
location in Fresno would be ideal for this program.  In addition, since Fresno is located 
near the heavily forested Sierra Nevada, storing a collection of air monitoring equipment 
in the area would streamline the logistics for the District or other agencies who wish to 
deploy the equipment to nearby prescribed burn projects. 
 
In the workplan established for this grant agreement, the District would be responsible 
for providing a secure storage location for ten (10) EBAM particulate matter monitors, 
along with their accompanying gear.  The District would also work with agencies who 
request equipment to use for prescribed burning projects being conducted in their area, 
and would also track the inventory of the equipment in the storage facility to keep CARB 
updated on what is available across the state. 
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In the performance of this project, the District will be reimbursed for up to $30,000 over 
a two-year period to cover District costs for administering the program.  Quarterly 
reports will be submitted to CARB summarizing the District’s costs for each period. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
The associated revenues and appropriations associated with these contracts will be 
reflected in future budgets as necessary.  No change to the 2018-19 Budget is 
necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

Attachment A:  Prescribed Burning Air Monitoring Equipment Cache Storage Program Grant 
Contract (20 pages) 

Attachment B: Resolution (2 pages) 
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BEFORE THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE 
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY UNIFIED  

AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT  
 

 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING AND    RESOLUTION NO. _________ 
AUTHORIZING THE DISTRICT TO ENTER  
INTO PRESCRIBED BURNING EQUIPMENT  
CACHE STORAGE GRANT CONTRACT  
WITH CARB 
_______________________________ 

WHEREAS, The San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) 

is a duly constituted unified district, as provided in California Health and Safety Code 

sections 40150 to 40161, and; 

WHEREAS, the District is authorized by California Health and Safety Code section 

40702 to make and enforce all necessary and proper orders, rules and regulations to 

accomplish the purpose of Division 26 of the Health and Safety Code, and; 

WHEREAS, the District has been directed by the Governing Board to participate in 

efforts to reduce fuels in the forested areas of the San Joaquin Valley to mitigate wildfire 

impacts, and agrees that prescribed burning is an important tool to meets these goals, 

and; 

WHEREAS, the District has agreed to assist in administering the CARB-funded 

prescribed burning equipment cache storage program as defined by CARB, and; 

WHEREAS, CARB has agreed to reimburse the District’s costs of implementing 

the grant contract, in an amount of up to $30,000, and; 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that CARB will continue to provide grants to the District 

to the extent that state funding is available for the prescribed burning equipment cache 

storage program; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT 

1. The Governing Board approves and authorizes the Executive Director/Air 

Pollution Control Officer (APCO) to enter into a prescribed burning equipment cache 

storage grant contract with CARB for the funding amount of up to $30,000 over a two-year 

period; 
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2. The Governing Board approves and authorizes the Executive Director/Air 

Pollution Control Officer (APCO) to enter into prescribed burning equipment cache storage 

grant contracts with CARB in future years. 

THE FOREGOING was passed and adopted by the following vote of the Governing 

Board of the SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY UNIFIED AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

this 20th day of June, 2019, to wit: 

 

  AYES: 

 

  NOES: 

 

  ABSENT: 
 
 
 
      SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY UNIFIED  
      AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT  
 
      By ___________________________ 
            
           Ernest Buddy Mendes 
           Governing Board Chair 
 

ATTEST:      

Clerk to the Governing Board 

By __________________________ 

      Michelle Franco 
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