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Significant Reduction in Open Burning

Valley has toughest restrictions on ag open burning

* |In 2003 Senate Bill 705 was adopted requiring the
phase-out of agricultural open burning by crop type

* Phase-out can be delayed if certain findings are
made
— No economically viable alternative

— Open-burning of material would not contribute to air quality
violation

— There is no long-term funding for biomass power plants

From 2003 to 2012, open burning of agricultural
waste had been reduced by over 80%
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Open Burning Reduction 2005-2012
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Exceptional Drought

 California experienced worst
drOught In Over a Century U.S. Drought Monitor March 8, 2016
between 20 1 1_2017 California B e

' Most of Valley had record low
rainfall in 2013

' Drought and increase In
fallowed land resulted in
Increased need to dispose of
agricultural waste o

" e OR

' Hundreds of thousands of —
acres of orchards and T
vineyards removed due to
drought and crop economics
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Loss of Significant Biomass Capacity

« Since 2012, six biomass facilities have closed in the
Valley, removing approximately 157 MW of capacity
(over 50%)

* Considerably reduced the available options to
dispose of ag waste, particularly from large orchard
removals

« Since 2012, open burning of agricultural waste has
rapidly increased due to exceptional drought and
biomass power industry decline
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Valley Agricultural Burning Increasing
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PM2.5 Emissions from Ag Burning
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NOx Emissions from Ag Burning
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2016 Valley Air Quality Best on Record

Despite Increase
* Despite increase in open burning

— Highest number of “Good” Air Quality Index (AQI) days
across all of the District’'s counties

— Fewest number of “Unhealthy” AQI days across all
counties

« Valley now meets 1997 24-hour PM2.5 standard (65
Hg/m3)
— Over 600 rules adopted by the District
— Most effective and efficient incentive grants program
— Significant investments by Valley businesses and residents
— Stringent regulatory programs by District and ARB
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Mitigating Air Quality Impact

* Burning carefully controlled and monitored through
District's Smoke Management System

* Limited amount of burning permissible on days with
favorable meteorology and in amounts that will not
cause a significant impact on air quality

* During winter, open burning curtailed in counties with
residential wood burning curtailments

— When PM2.5 is forecast to be greater than 20 pg/m?

* Forecasted emissions trends will depend on actions
— Without alternative, open burning will continue to increase
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