District Highlights ey

Actions by the Governing Board -January 21, 2021

District Governing Board Approves 2021 Legislative Platform

The Governing Board approved the District’'s 2021 Legislative Platform that establishes the District’s
2021 legislative priorities. Following the approval of the platform, Staff will distribute the platform to
the Valley state and federal delegations and will advocate for the District’s priorities with appropriate
state/federal policymakers. A copy of the District's 2021 Legislative Platform can be found on the
District’s website at: https://www.valleyair.org/documents/Legislative-Platform-2021.pdf.

District Governing Board Approves New School Air Filtration Incentive Program for AB 617
Communities

The Valley Air District Governing Board approved the implementation of the District's new School Air
Filtration Program for AB 617 communities. This program was developed in consultation with
community steering committees in both South Central Fresno and Shafter AB 617

communities. These communities both prioritized this measure in their respective Community
Emission Reduction Programs (CERPSs) to reduce children’s exposure to harmful pollution in the
classroom. Reducing airborne particles (such as PM2.5) is important because particulate matter
negatively impacts human health, especially for sensitive populations such as children. Older HVYAC
systems used in some schools only remove a small fraction of particles in the air that are smaller
than 0.3 microns in diameter. More efficient HVAC air filters and standalone air cleaners are
important for creating healthier air in school classrooms. This program will pay for more efficient
replacement air filters in schools as well as standalone air filtration systems.

January District Activities

Outreach and Communications

e InJanuary, the District designed its annual Healthy Air Living Kids’ calendar
(http://www.valleyair.org/kids/docs/2020/calendar.pdf). Due to COVID-19 limiting the District’s
ability to host or attend in-person outreach events, the calendar was not professionally
printed this year. However, it is available to view, download and print at
www.valleyair.org/kidscalendar. The 12-month at-a-glance calendar contains the
interchangeable art of talented student artists from each of the Valley’s eight counties.

¢ Continued messaging for the Check Before You Burn program and Burn Cleaner,
emphasizing public health and discouraging the public from using wood-burning devices.

e In January, District staff responded to 7 media calls, 48 public calls, 20 emails, and
participated in two virtual events/presentations.

Grants and Incentive Programs

e In January, the District received 1322 incentive program applications. 630 were for the Burn
Cleaner Wood Stove Change-Out Program and 168 were for the Heavy Duty Engine
Program.

e InJanuary, $12,641,725.82 was placed under contract in the Heavy Duty Engine Program
and $6,407,977.92 in claims was paid.

In January, $1,947,295.68 was paid out in Light Duty and REMOVE Il program claims.

e InJanuary, $934,490.46 was paid out in Burn Cleaner program claims.


https://www.valleyair.org/documents/Legislative-Platform-2021.pdf
http://www.valleyair.org/kids/docs/2020/calendar.pdf
http://www.valleyair.org/kidscalendar
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EFMP Replacement 37 40 $367,000.00 40 $367,000.00 $364,000.00
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Operations Overview

o Completed 2347 inspections in January, and 437 NOVs were issued. Mutual settlement case
completions totaled 89.
Received 141 permit applications in January, and 111 permits were issued.

¢ Received 169 environmental documents in January.

Upcoming Meetings

Governing Board*  Citizens Advisory Committee* Environmental Justice Advisory Group
9:00 AM, March 18 10:00 AM, March 2 5:30 PM, Feb. 25

Meetings are held in the Fresno office Governing Board Room, Modesto VTC room and Bakersfield VTC room.
Details: www.valleyair.org
*Webcast



http://www.valleyair.org/

