District Highlights R gy

Actions by the Governing Board - March 17,2022

Receive Update on Attainment Planning Efforts for Federal Particulate and Ozone Standards

Over the years, the District’'s numerous air quality plans have been a primary vehicle for improving
air quality in the San Joaquin Valley. Each plan builds upon the work of prior plans while establishing
the path for continued air quality improvements. The Valley Air District Governing Board received an
update on development of the 2022 Ozone Plan for the 2015 ozone NAAQS. The District is currently
coordinating with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) in developing this plan and identifying
the emissions reductions needed for attainment. CARB estimates that recently-proposed state
control measures (including needed federal emissions reductions) will achieve approximately 34.5
tons per day (tpd) of additional oxides of nitrogen emissions reductions by 2037 in the Valley. It is
increasingly critical to the Valley’s ozone attainment strategy that federal government take action to
reduce emissions from sources under federal regulatory control, such as interstate trucks,
locomotives, aircraft, and other mobile sources. In addition to the 2022 Ozone Plan, the District
anticipates returning to the Board with a revised PM2.5 contingency demonstration in late

2022. Contingency measures pose a unigue challenge to nonattainment areas nation-wide, requiring
significant analysis, innovation, outreach, and interagency coordination. The District is also working
on maintenance plans for standards the San Joaquin Valley has attained, including the 1-hour ozone
standard, the PM10 standard, and the 1997 PM2.5 standard.

District Board Accepts $168 Million in State FARMER Program Funds and Approves Incentive
Increases to the Highly-Successful Ag Tractor Replacement Program

The Valley Air District Governing Board accepted $168.4 million in FARMER funding, which
represents 80% of the total statewide allocation for this important program. The funding allocation in
based on the agricultural equipment inventory as well as the need for further reductions in emissions
to meet federal air quality standards, including the commitment for significant reductions in
emissions in the District’s 2018 PM2.5 Plan. The success of the District’s agricultural tractor
replacement program is predicated on providing adequate incentives to farmers to voluntarily
replace their older equipment that may have substantial remaining useful life with new, much cleaner
equipment. The recent rise in equipment costs, with no commensurate increase in incentive levels
has led to a decrease in overall application submittals. Given the importance of this program, in
helping the Valley attain federal air quality standards, it is critical that this program remain relevant
and responsive to the needs of the agricultural community. Therefore, the Governing Board
approved increases to incentive levels for this program as well as enhanced incentives for
agricultural operations of less and 500 acres and agricultural operations of less than 100 acres.

February District Activities
Outreach and Communications

e In February, the District attended the World Ag Expo, meeting with clean air technology
vendors and working booths to distribute District materials to attendees informing them about
ag grants, alternatives to ag burning funding and other District programs. To learn more
about ag-related programs and grants, visit valleyair.org/grants and click on the Business tab.

e The District promoted Tune In Tune Up had resumed to in-person events. Despite being
sidelined while most of California was shut down during the last two years, the District’'s Tune
In Tune Up Vehicle Repair Program quickly adapted and saw success as it continued to help
residents repair their high-polluting cars and trucks. Now that public health restrictions are
easing, visit valleyair.org/drivecleaninthesanjoaquin/repair to find a list of upcoming events.

¢ In February, District staff responded to 8 media calls, 49 public calls, 20 emails, and
participated in four virtual events/presentations.



https://ww2.valleyair.org/grants/
https://valleyair.org/drivecleaninthesanjoaquin/repair/

Grants and Incentive Programs
¢ In February, the District received 1,240 incentive program applications. 239 were for the Burn

Cleaner Wood Stove Change-Out Program and 224 were for the Heavy Duty Engine

Program.
e In February, $13,504,964.55 was placed under contract in the Heavy Duty Engine Program
and $10,189,485.46 in claims was paid.

e In February, $2,556,357.65 was paid out in Light Duty and REMOVE Il program claims.

In February, $864,020.00 was paid out in Burn Cleaner program claims.
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Environmental Justice Advisory Group
5:30 PM, Apr. 28

Meetings are held in the Fresno office Governing Board Room, Modesto VTC room and Bakersfield VTC room.
Details: www.valleyair.org

*Webcast


http://www.valleyair.org/

