Cal Fire Mariposa/Madera to allow hazard reduction burn with permit
Sun-Star staff
Merced Sun-Star, Tuesday, November 8, 2011

MARIPOSA--Cal Fire Madera-Mariposa-Merced Unit (MMU) said that effective at 8 a.m. Wednesday Nov.
9, hazard reduction burning in Eastern Madera County will be allowed with a valid permit.

The following guidelines are required when conducting a hazard reduction burn:

e Property Owners conducting hazard reduction burning are responsible for checking the burn day
status by calling the local Air Pollution Control District prior to igniting your hazard reduction pile.

Madera County: 1-877-429-2876

You must clear all flammable material and vegetation within 10 feet of the outer edge of the burn pile.
Keep a water supply close to the burning site. An adult must be in attendance with a shovel until the fire is
out. No burning shall be undertaken unless weather conditions (particularly wind) are such that burning
can be considered safe. Remember NO household trash or garbage can be burned. Permits may be
obtained at your nearest CAL FIRE or Madera County Fire Station. “As we move into our winter staffing
levels and weather conditions have decreased the fire threat, | urge residents to continue working
throughout the winter months to safely create and maintain their defensible space. By removing dead
vegetation 100 feet from homes and by following a few simple steps, homeowners can drastically
increase the survivability of their home during a wildfire”, said Unit Chief Nancy B. Koerperich in a news
release.

For more information you may call or stop by your nearest CAL FIRE or Madera County Fire Station or
visit the CAL FIRE Web site at www.fire.ca.gov

GOP congressman runs TV ads attacking Feinstein
The Associated Press
In the Hanford Sentinel, Monday, Nov. 7, 2011

A Republican congressman from the Central Valley who has been critical of Sen. Dianne Feinstein's
water policies has begun running attack ads against her.

The ad campaign is being funded by Rep. Devin Nunes of Visalia, who is trying to make it seem as if
Feinstein is against farmers, the timber industry and San Joaquin Valley residents who must pay $12 a
year for federal air pollution violations.

The ad is not a precursor to an eventual Nunes challenge to Feinstein, who is up for re-election in 2012.
Nunes' chief of staff said Monday that the five-term congressman is using the ads to generate opposition
to all Democrats ahead of next year's elections.

"Devin is not going to run for the U.S. Senate," said Johnny Amaral. "We just feel that the senator's record
is terrible for this valley, and we are using her record to highlight the problems."

The commercial is critical of Feinstein's bill to restore salmon runs in the San Joaquin River and says it
would send "millions of gallons of water to the ocean."” A spokesman for Feinstein said the legislation kept
the federal courts from deciding the issue.

The Nunes commercial also says Feinstein "won't lift a finger to stop an unfair $29 million valley car tax."
The assessment is a federal Environmental Protection Agency penalty for valley ozone violations.

The commercial, which is part of a package of issue ads costing Nunes a little more than $100,000,
began airing in the Fresno area last week and will run through Thanksgiving, Amaral said, adding that
more TV ads are planned. He said Nunes is using the commercial to build a telephone network of
supporters.

Bill Carrick, Feinstein's political strategist, said the commercial misrepresents the senator's positions.

"She doesn't have much patience for people who spend their time playing political games," he said. "This
is not the most stable guy in the California delegation."



Central Valley farmers have been frustrated with water policies that seek to protect fish in the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, where a variety of issues have affected the health of fisheries in the
freshwater estuary. Feinstein angered her own party last year by threatening to amend a jobs bill to
ensure that farmers would receive more of their federal water allocation.

Feinstein, elected to the Senate in 1992, has the endorsement of the California Farm Bureau Federation
in 2012, but she could be vulnerable in the upcoming election. A recent Field Poll put her approval rating
at 41 percent, her lowest ever.

No candidate has yet filed to challenge Feinstein, who lost $5 million in campaign funds this year in a
money-laundering case involving Democratic campaign accountant Kinde Durkee. Feinstein backfilled the
money lost from her personal fortune.

Carrick said the campaign would have welcomed a challenge from Nunes, whose political donations
come mostly from agribusiness.

"If you asked me to design a candidate to run against Sen. Feinstein, I'd like to get someone who is anti-
choice, anti-gay rights, who doesn't support immigration reform and who has a zero rating with the
League of Conservation Voters," he said. "He's just out of touch with mainstream California."



